
pulse. This makes a better acquaintance with
sphygmology necessary.

7. The sphygmograph which only gives the
tracings of the pulse, and the sense of touch in
the finger of the examiner are not sufficient as
reliable aids in examining the pulse so as to elicit
all the facts that other instrumental aids and ap¬
pliances can bring out, as has been demonstrated
by certain mechanical contrivances devised under
the direction of the writer, and which have by
him been experimented with sufficiently to war¬

rant the conclusion here stated. The writer feels
justified in making the assertion that the sense of
touch is no more accurate in arriving at the ten¬
sion, the fulness, size, equality, or regularity of
the pulse, than in arriving at the temperature by
the same sense. The sphygmograph gives the
tracings, but a most delicate instrument and care¬
ful experiments are necessary to bring this out so
as to give a correct condition of the different
phenomena that actually occurs during the differ¬
ent manifestations of the heart's force, as modi¬
fied by the force exerted, the resistance to over¬

come, and the conditions of the channels through
which the blood current is propelled.

We offer these reasons from an honest convic¬
tion of their importance to our profession. In
proof of the reasons we here offer, we shall, at a
future time, offer some arguments and some ex¬

periments, unless some one who is making the
subject a study will present such facts as will
supersede the necessity of any facts or opinions
the writer has at his command.

This is one of the inquiries that must engage
the best thoughts of the members of the profes¬
sion, to enable us to come before the tribunal of
public sentiment with such evidence as the age
demands. J. W. Hervey, A.M., M.D.

Indianapolis, Ind., Jan. 31, 1889.

Treatment of Pseudo-Membranous Laryn-
gitis or Croup.

Dear Sir:\p=m-\Sometime in 1887 my attention
was called to the fact that some pepsins (notably
the vegetable product styled " papayotin " by
Parke, Davis & Co., and " papoid " by Johnson
& Johnson), will digest diphtheritic membranes;
it will digest those that are true false-membranes
and not infiltrations of the mucous membrane.
Acting on this hint I have applied the same treat-
ment to membranes within the larynx, by making
a solution ([unk]jto f[unk]jwater) and using it very fre-
quently as a spray by means of the hand-ball ap-
paratus. Where the child resists, as is common,
I sometimes use an oval speculum. Of course
this does not supersede other treatment. I have
not had an opportunity to use this often enough
to generalize, but I have succeeded in saving
every case of croup I have treated since com-

mencing to use it ; and I verily believe that,

where it is used thoroughly and effectively, it will
cure almost every case in which the membrane is
confined to the upper part of the larynx. I have
published a detailed account of a case or two, but
the account had no widely known name behind
it, and I do not think the plan has attracted the
attention it deserves. Should this treatment com¬
mend itself to our judgment are we not in a posi¬
tion to obtain a trial of it in a sufficient number
of cases to prove its efficacy ? It certainly can be
no detriment; it precludes no other treatment, nor
the resort to tracheotomy or intubation—opera¬
tions seldom done outside of the large cities. I
have never been able to get the consent of the
parents to tracheotomy but once, and then only at
the last minute. And even if we could always
perform tracheotomy when indicated, it would be
much more pleasant for all concerned to be able
to save the patient without it. Very truly yours,

O. B. Ormsby, M.D.
Murphysboro, 111.

MISCELLANY.

New York State Medical Society.—The following
officers were elected at the annual meeting of the Medi¬
cal Society of the State of New York recently held in
Albany: President, Dr. Daniel Lewis, of New York;
Vice-President, Dr. Alfred Mercer, of Syracuse; Secreta¬
ry, Dr. F. C. Curtis, of Albany; Treasurer, Dr. Charles
H. Porter, of Albany.

Medical Volapuk.—Dr. Nicolas, a gentleman with
evidently a strong faith in his cause, advocates, in the
fournal de Médecine de Paris, the adoption of the inter¬
national language for medical purposes. His sketch of
Volapuk is flattering to that tongue. The article is abol¬
ished and, better still, there are no genders. We agree
with Dr. Nicolas that the presence of a declension is an

obstacle to the diffusion of the language. As the cases
are said to cover indefinite shades of expression, as in
German, we doubt that such an arrangement would be
tolerated outside Germany, German Switzerland, German
Austria, and the " Pennsylvania Dutch " speaking popu¬
lation of the United States. The lexicology of Volapuk
is especially important to medical writers who believe in
the establishment of that language. The cutting down
of consonants and vowels would play havoc with roots of
Grseco-Latin words, so abundant in medicine and so gen¬
erally understood as to answer most of the objects of a
universal language. Terminal syllables modify the sense
of roots. After the roots have been learnt, however, the
modifications must not only be learnt, but understood.
Thus "eye" is log in Volapuk. El being a "profes¬
sional termination," logel means "oculist." The adjec¬
tival termination ik makes logik, " from whence ' loga-
mikel,' optician." Why " from whence? " How can el
added to a simple root be universally understood to imply
a professional man, and the same el, added to the adjec¬
tival modification of the root, be safely made to convey
the idea of a tradesman? A Volapiik paragraph on "Pro¬
fessional Etiquette," a fine familiar subject for the begin¬
ner, would be very interesting to study. Dr. Nicolas
cannot see his way to forming from log words to express
"ophthalmia," "cataract," or "blepharitis." We can¬
not help him. The building up of roots taking in tow a

string of modifying terminals could alone settle the ques¬
tion on Volapiik principles, and this arrangement would
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